
 

Dates to Remember: 

Å Jan 3rdñ9:15 am Circle 

Meeting  

Å Jan 6thñ11:30 am 

Womenõs Fellowship 
Mtg 

Å Jan 10thñAnnual 

Church Council Mtg 
with potluck dinner 

Å Jan 26thñ9:30 am 

Exec. Bd. Mtg 

Å Jan 30thñ8:00 am 

Menõs Prayer Breakfast 

Å Feb 4thñ1:30 pm Cir-

cles Meet 

Å Feb 10thñ7:00 pm 

Joint Board Meeting 

Å Feb 17thñ7:00 pm Ash 

Wednesday Service at 
Shepherd of the Prairie 

Å Feb 23rdñ9:30 am 

Exec. Bd. Mtg 

Å Feb 24thñ7:00 Lenten 

Service at Goshen 

Å Feb 27thñ8:00 am 

Menõs Prayer Breakfast 

  I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E : 

Womenõs Fellowship 2 

Open House 3 

Confirmation Class 4 

Epiphany 5 

Youth Retreat 6 

Pictures 7 

Calendars 8-9 

Ushers 10 

CA N A A N  M O R AV I A N  CH U R C H  

M E E T I N G  O U R  F I N A N C I A L  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S :  

Balances  November 2009: 

   General Fund     $  8,222.99 

   Benevolent Fund     $ -1,501.04  

   Lawn & Cleaning Fund    $    -978.84   

Website:  www.MoravianND.com 

Email:  CanaanNews@aol.com 

Pastor:  Mary Bielke (cell 701-367-9573) 

Board of Elders: Linden Pratschner, Keith Gohdes, Lee Skarloken 

Board of Trustees: Steve Miller, Carl Piper, Tim Burkhart 

Secretary: Darlene Miller 

Treasurer:  Tish Skarloken 

JanuaryñFebruary 2010 

Treasurerõs Address: 

Tish Skarloken 

16460 48th St SE 

Davenport ND 58021 

Church Phone  # 701-347-4730 

4465 159th Ave SE  

Davenport ND  58021-9736 

   We were privileged to enjoy awesome music on December 1st as Ruth 

Discher and Alpha Roeszler, had a piano/organ recital at Canaan.  With an 

impromptu singing of "Morning Star" with some of the alums who had sung 

it years ago as children doing the solo part.   

   Thank you to; Paula Glasow for preparing the posters 

for the event and of course to Terry Scherling for the 

donation of the grand piano to our church this past 

year.  What a great way to prepare our hearts for the 

Christmas season! 

From our Joint Boardéé. 

 Remember the Annual Council Meeting during our worship service 

on January 10th with a potluck dinner to follow! 

The Moravian Daily Text is a guide for family or individual worship.  Pub-

lished annually, it contains verses from the Old and New Testament; two 

hymn stanzas; and a brief prayer for each day of the year.  This custom 

dates from the practice of Count Zinzendorf to give a òwatchwordó for the 

next day to his congregation at Herrnhut, Germany.   

There are a few books still available at the church. 
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WO M E N õS F E L L O W S H I P  

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

January 3rdñ9:15 a.m. Circle meeting for anyone that canõt make it to the meeting on the 6th. 

January 6thñ11:30 a.m. Combined Circle Meeting at the Church 

January 10thñ10:30 a.m. Annual Council Meeting with potluck dinner following 

January 26thñ9:30 a.m. Executive Board Meeting 

February 4thñ1:30 p.m. Circles Meet:  #1 at Ilene Rohdeõs, #2 at Dorothy Albrightõs 

February 17thñAsh Wednesday 

February 23rdñ9:30 a.m. Executive Board Meeting 

Canaan Morav ian Church  

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Keep in your prayers:  Maybelle Jahnke, Esther Kellerman, Arnie Buchholz, Rolly & 

Tama Baumgarten, Marilyn Christianson, Josh Engan, Grace and Ron Plath & family, 

Tip & Darleen Vining, Sam Propsom, Rev. Lew & Naomi Thomas, Amy Hewitt (daughter 

of Joe & Ann LaFortune), Ronald Dixon, Glenn Bielke, and Ginnie Rohn.   

Please keep the following congregations in your prayers as they seek new leadership; 

Waconia, Sister Bay, Lake Auburn and Rudolph. 

Lawn Fund needs your annual amount of $40 paid to the treasurer as soon as possi-

ble.  We really appreciate all of the hard work that Linden Pratschner has done in the 

past and how nice the lawn always looks. 

 

Cleaning Fund needs your annual amount of $40 paid to the treasurer also.  We really 

appreciate all of the hard work and extra hours that Virgil and Dorothea Hans do in 

the church during the year and I donõt think any of us want to go back to cleaning the 

church on a rotating schedule by the members. 

The Treasurerõs address is:  Tish Skarloken, 16460 48th St SE, Davenport ND  58021-9705 

Lovefeast 
   Lovefeasts originated in the practice of early Christian gatherings after Pentecost to meet and break 

bread together as a symbol of union and equality.  The early Moravians adopted the feast as a cele-

bration event which included prayer, religious conversation and hymn singing.  Today, the lovefeast is 

a song service, opened with prayer.  The food is usually a bread or sweet bun with coffee, tea or lem-

onade that is served while singing.  The food is not consecrated, as in communion and children and 

members of any denomination may partake. 

Thank Youé.. 

 Thanks to all that went caroling this year, as always we had a great time! 

Be sure to ask the adults how they did on the test the confirmation kids took!  
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Check for any up-

dates on the Canaan 

Moravian Church 

Website: 

www.MoravianND.com 

 

 

Email newsletter or  

bulletin information 

to:   

CanaanNews@aol.com 

 

 The next newslet-

ter deadline is  

February 15th for 

any March & April 

news!   

Rev. Sam Propsom will be our guest preacher on February 21. It is a joy to 

have Sam and Debbie with us for the morning, while Pastor Mary is with 

the youth at the Urban Immersion Retreat. Sam served as pastor of Goshen 

and Bethel Moravian Churches, as a missionary in Labrador, and as pastor 

of the Bruderheim Moravian Church in Canada. Sam has been making 

great strides in his healing from a stroke. His first time back in the pulpit 

was on Thanksgiving at Goshen, which was a blessing to the congregation. 

We are thankful to have Sam with us and look forward to his message from 

the Lord as we begin the season of Lent. 

 M I S S I O N M O M E N T S 

 TH E N E X T M I S S I O N T R I P T O M I S S I S S I P P I I S  P L A N N E D 

F O R FE B R U A R Y 2 0 T Hñ2 8 T H,  I F  Y O U A R E I N T E R E S T E D C A L L 

LO R E N JE N D R O A T 3 4 7 -0 2 1 6  O R GA R Y HO G L U N D A T 3 4 7 -

4 1 3 2 .   TH E R E A R E O T H E R T R I P S B E I N G D I S C U S S E D S O I F 

T H E S E D A T E S D O NõT  W O R K,  T H E R E A R E O T H E R P O S S I B I L I T I E S!  

TH E A N N U A L N D M M S  M E E T I N G W I L L B E H E L D O N M A R C H 

1 4 T H A T 4 : 0 0  P . M .  A T CA N A A N.  

Open House at the Parsonage 

 Last year was such a delight for me to invite you to share in the joy of 

the parsonage. At the time I was just settling into my new home and so many 

things had been restored in the parsonage it was worth celebrating. Well, 

this time Iõm glad to say there hasnõt been a major face lift done on the par-

sonage, yet it feels even more like home than it did last year at this time. I 

humbly invite you for an open house celebration on Tuesday, February 16 

from 7-9 p.m. This day is Mardi Gras (òFat Tuesdayó) traditionally when peo-

ple would enjoy rich foods for the last time before Lent. I will provide bever-

ages and a few appetizers. If you would like to bring a food item to share to 

add to the festivities, that would be most appreciated. I look forward to an 

evening of food and fellowship, celebrating with you. Blessings and peace, 

Pastor Mary 

Rev. Mary Bielke will be on vacation January 18-24 to visit my parents in 

Wisconsin. I will be away from January 25-29 participating in the Western 

District Clergy Retreat (Mon.-Wed.) and Barnabas gathering (Wed.-Fri.) at 

Mt. Morris Camp & Conference Center. If a pastoral need arises for you 

while I am away, please contact one of the Elders for assistance: Linden 

Pratschner, Keith Gohdes, Lee Skarloken. 

Thank you to Janessa Smith and 

everyone who helped with the 

Christmas Pageant this year. 
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The confirmation youth created an awesome Christmas Putz in December.  It has been on 

display in the choir loft for the Advent and Christmas season.  I hope you'll take a moment 

to check in with them to hear about their unique features of this year's Putz.  The artists 

this year (otherwise known as the confirmation class of 2009 -2010) are: Abby Cramer, 

Presley Sadek, Brock Saewert and Hunter Slemmons.  

 

 



 

Prescribed by the Great Physician 

The next time you feel like GOD canõt use you, just rememberé.. 

Noah was a drunk 

Abraham was too old 

Isaac was a daydreamer 

Jacob was a liar 

Leah was ugly 

Joseph was abused 

Moses had a stuttering problem 

Gideon was afraid 

Samson had long hair and was a womanizer 

Rahab was a prostitute 

Jeremiah and Timothy were too young 

David had an affair and was a murderer 

Elijah was suicidal 

Isaiah preached naked 

Jonah ran from God 

Naomi was a widow 

Job went bankrupt 

Peter denied Christ 

The Disciples fell asleep while praying 

Martha worried abut everything 

Mary Magdalene wasé 

The Samaritan woman was divorced, more than once 

Zaccheus was too small 

Paul was too religious 

Timothy had an ulcer...AND 

Lazarus was dead! 

Now, NO more excuses!  God can use you to your full potential.   

Besides you arenõt the message, you are just the mess-enger! 

Epiphany and Our Call to Mission 

 Christians recognize Epiphany as the day the wise men presented their gifts to Jesus and acknowl-

edged him as Savior of the world.  Tradition marks January 5th as the date of Epiphany, the third oldest 

celebration of the Christian church after Easter and Pentecost.  Matthew never says how many wise men 

visited Jesus.  Three is the assumed number since there were three different gifts. 

 The word òepiphanyó means òappearanceó or òmanifestation.ó  Because the wise men came from 

outside Israel.  Epiphany has come to signify the appearance of Jesus as Savior to the Gentiles as well as 

the Hebrew people.  Moravian churches use the òLiturgy for Epiphany and Christian Witness.ó  its focus on 

mission reflects the Moravian emphasis on spreading the Gospel to all peoples.  From 1732, when Leo-

nard Dober and David Nitschmann arrived in St. Thomas to witness to the slaves until the present day.  

Moravian missions have educated native peoples, witnessed to them, and encouraged them to become 

administrators of their own churches. 
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A Note of Thanks 

The Dan Gust family wishes to extend their thanks to all who helped serve the meal at Dadõs funeral. 

It was done so wonderful. Thanks to Carol for sending all those great potatoes home with us. Also, a 

great big thank you to Pastor Mary Bielke for the comfort in prayers the day Dad passed and the fol-

lowing days. She was a great help to Mom and us. Thanks! ~ Gloria  
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Midweek Lenten Services 

The North Dakota Moravian Churches will worship on Wednesdays during 

Lent at 7 p.m. We will begin our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 17, at Shepherd of the Prairie in Fargo. As we go deeper into Lent 

beyond Ash Wednesday, the schedule of when each church hosts is as 

follows: 

 February 24ñGoshen 

 March 3ñCanaan 

 March 10ñBethel 

 March 17ñShepherd of the Prairie  

 March 24ñGoshen 

Confirmation Urban Immersion Retreat ð Minneapolis, MN ð Feb. 19-21 

 

 Early within the New Year, our four confirmation youth, Brock Saewert, Hunter Slemmons, 

Abby Cramer and Presley Sadek, will embark on an adventure to Minneapolis, Minnesota. We will 

participate in an Urban Immersion Retreat, much like a òmini-mission tripó hosted by the Minneapo-

lis Council of Churches. The purpose of the retreat is to explore poverty awareness, learn what itõs 

like to live in the inner city and to explore how we should respond as Christians. Although since 

many of us donõt live in Minneapolis, the retreat also focuses on how we can bring what we've 

learned home, with new eyes to serve within our community. The retreat focuses on an educational 

approach to our spiritual growth and learning. We will share this experience with other church 

groups we donõt yet know and fellowship with the Moravian confirmation classes from Christõs Com-

munity Church in Maple Grove, MN and Goshen Moravian Church, also participating in the Urban 

Immersion Retreat. 

 

 Our confirmation class and two adult chaperons will spend the day on Saturday working at a 

various places that need volunteers. We may be serving breakfast or lunch, helping children at a 

daycare, working with families in need to provide household items, or doing some cleaning or paint-

ing. We will also experience what itõs like to have òthe shoe on the other footó so to speak, as we 

are the recipients of a meal at the House of Charity in downtown Minneapolis. We will experience 

what itõs like to eat a meal with those who are homeless and experience what that feels like. We 

will gather at the Russ Ewald Retreat Center as the staff guides us in reflecting on the day and what 

we learned. We are grateful to the Womenõs Fellowship for financial support, providing the registra-

tion fees for each participant and to the Sunday School, for covering the cost of mileage for the 

adult chaperons. We invite you to uphold our confirmation youth in prayer as the òmini-mission tripó 

approaches. 



 

Page 7 Canaan Morav ian Church  

At Lucille Discherõs  

Dorothy Gust joined in 

with playing the piano!  

At Marvel Steinwegõs! 

Happy Carolers!  
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January 2010  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

     1 

 

Dorothy Gust 

2 

3 9:15 Circle  

9:30 S.S. & Cof-

fee Time  

10:30 Worship - 

Communion  

S & S Miller 

4 5 6 

11:30 Womenõs 

Fellowship Mtg  

4:30  

Confirmation  

7 8 9 

10 Annual Mtg  

9:30 S.S. & Cof-

fee Time  

10:30 Worship 

potluck lunch  

Scott Saewert 

11 12 1:00 KAMA 

Clergy Text 

Study  

 

Brandy Walsvik 

13 

4:30  

Confirmation  

6:30 Burger 

Night  

Alyssa Gohdes 

14 

 

Lauren Glasow 

15 

 

Carl Piper 

16 

17 

9:30 S.S. & Cof-

fee Time  

10:30 Worship  

18 

 

Jordan Burkhart 

P & A Schroeder 

19 

 

Jean Schroeder 

20 

4:30 

Confirmation  

21 22 23 

24 

9:30 S.S. & Cof-

fee Time  

10:30 Worship  

Brigit Sprenger 

25 26 

9;30 Exec. Bd. 

Meeting  

 

Dallas Glasow 

Tina Sadek 

27 

4:30 

Confirmation  

28 29 30 

8:00 Menõs 

Prayer Break-

fast at Bethel  

31 

9:30 S.S. & Cof-

fee Time  

10:30 Worship  
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February 2010  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

 1 

 

Harriet Conklin 

2 3 

4:30  

Confirmation  

4 

1:30 Circles 

Meet  

5 6 

 

D & J Schroeder 

7 

9:30 S.S. & Cof-

fee Time  

10:30 Worship  

Jordis Baumgarten 

8 9 

 

Darlene Hans 

10 

4:30 

Confirmation  

7:00 Jt Bd Mtg  

Don Rohde 

Emma Saewert 

11 12 13 

14 9:30 S.S. & 

Coffee Time  

10:30 Worship ñ

Communion  

Harold  

   Kilichowski 

D & A Johnson 

15 16 7:00ñ9:00 

Open House at 

the Parsonage!  

17 Ash Wed.  

4:30 

Confirmation  

7:00 Lenten 

Service at Shep-

herd of the  

Prairie  

18 19 

Youth Retreat 

in Minneapolis 

Feb 19-21sté. 

20 

 

Calvin Piper 

21 

9:30 S.S. & Cof-

fee Time  

10:30 Worship 

with Pastor Sam 

Propsom  

D & L Heuer 

22 

 

Paula Glasow 

23 

9:30 Exec Bd 

Meeting  

 

Gloria Smith 

24 

4:30 

Confirmation  

7:00 Lenten 

Service at 

Goshen 

25 26 27 

8:00 a.m. Menõs 

Prayer Break-

fast at Canaan  

28 

9:30 S.S. & Cof-

fee Time  

10:30 Worship  

      


